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Our cover story on page 5 shares detail of the new Fred 
Smithers Centre for Orthopedic Care and the impact it will 
have on patient care. 

See page 9 to read inspiring stories of community support 
that are making all the difference for our campaign and the 
hospital.
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Notice of Annual General Meeting 
& In Gratitude Reception

The Dartmouth General Hospital 
Foundation invites you to our Annual 

In Gratitude Reception
on September 19, 2019 at 4:00pm 
with the Annual General Meeting to 

follow at 5:15pm. 

Brightwood Golf and Country Club
227 School St

Dartmouth, NS B3A 2Y5

To thank you for your continued
support and learn how you have

impacted patient care at the
Dartmouth General, please join us. 

Board of Directors
Angela McFadden, and her two children Lindsay and Matthew, celebrate her receiving the Dr. 
Wylie Verge Memorial Award at our annual In Gratitude Reception in December.
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Dr. Verge Award Recipient

Congratulations to Angela McFadden for being the 2018 recipient of the 
Dr. Wylie Verge Memorial Award. This award is presented annually to a 
staff member who goes above and beyond the call of duty in honour of 
one of Dartmouth General Hospital’s founders and longtime friend of the 
Foundation, Dr. Wylie Verge.

Angela, who has since retired, has left a lasting impression on the 
Dartmouth General. Her role as a Consult Nurse for Palliative Care is a 
vital one. Although her position is a tough job dealing with our hospital’s 
sickest, Angela brightens up the lives of palliative care patients and 
their families. Angela has also been an advocate for education and has 
arranged for Dartmouth General Staff to learn more about palliative care 
by helping provide training sessions and opportunities. She is supportive 
of and involves herself in hospital initiatives and is creative when it 
comes to ideas about making the Dartmouth General a better place. 
Angela is a role model with her patience and empathy towards others. 
The Dartmouth General was so fortunate to have her and recognizes that 
she has given much of herself to make our lives and the lives of our 
patients better.



Thank You Dartmouth for Stepping Up!
MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT
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Innovation and exceptional care is our vision and making the patient 
experience better is something that we continually strive for. Our team at 
the Dartmouth General, alongside NSHA and the provincial government, 
are stepping up to deliver on this vision by transforming the hospital for 
the future of healthcare service delivery. Dartmouth has been asked to 
step up and play a greater role in Nova Scotia and the community is doing 
just that. Thank you. 

Planning for growth and the future of the Foundation has been a priority 
for me coming into my new role as President. I have begun my 100 days 
of listening on my Hip2Hear tour listening to input from Foundation 
stakeholders to understand what issues are most important to our 
community. I have been so impressed with all the committed donors and 
volunteers and your advice as you help shape our new three year business 
plan. I wanted to bring attention to National Volunteer Week which we 
celebrated April 7 - 13 and thank you all for dedicating your time and 
compassion to the Dartmouth General. You exemplify going above and 
beyond.

In the last few months, we have started 
to see progress of our Redevelopment 
Project. Our update on pages 6 & 7 
celebrates the opening of our hospital’s 
new front entrance and lobby where the 
first phase of the project was complete. 
Thanks to the O’Regan Family and 
O’Regans Automotive Group and their 
incredible $2 million gift, the new 
expansion will be named the Neville 
J. Gilfoy Wing to ensure that Neville 
Gilfoy’s legacy endures. We are just 
months away from it opening in the late fall, and are excited to welcome 
patients and visitors into the new area. I knew Neville and I know he would 
have been humbled by this great honour.

With the campaign momentum, we are also months away from the 
opening of our new Fred Smithers Centre for Orthopedic Care. Our cover 
shot shows the amazing $2 million gift from Fred Smithers that is making 
this possible. The new Centre will have two dedicated operating suites for 
orthopedics which will significantly help reduce wait times. Our increased 
role in orthopedics will mean the majority of primary joint replacement 
surgeries in HRM will be done at the Dartmouth General. You can learn 
more about the impact of the Centre on page 5.

Since our campaign launch 6 months ago, the Above and Beyond 
Campaign has continued to succeed, and thanks to our community we are 
proud to share that we now sit at $11 million raised. We continue to work 

diligently towards crossing the finish line of our $13 
million goal. Community members from every corner 
including businesses, organizations, families, and 
individuals have been the true difference makers with 
their support of the Dartmouth General. We cannot 
wait to celebrate our donors at the unveiling event of 
our donor wall when the new building opens. You can 
read the incredible stories of some of our donors and 
how their gifts are making an impact on page 9. 

The transformation of our hospital is an awe inspiring 
venture. We are almost at the two year mark of when 

we broke ground on construction and so much has changed during this 
period. It has been an enormous undertaking, all while the day-to-day 
operations of the hospital are still happening. We appreciate all staff, 
physicians, patients and visitors for their patience and support as we 
build and renovate a better facility that will benefit everyone. 

I look forward to seeing all of the familiar faces and meeting new ones at 
our 34th Annual Lobster Dinner on June 1st at the Zatzman Sportsplex. It’ll 
be a great night for our Foundation and one we hope you’ll be a part of.  

-Stephen Harding 

John Fitzpatrick and Mayor Mike Savage joined Stephen Harding on 
his Hip2Hear tour as he works toward his mission to hear from our 
Foundation stakeholders during his first 100 days of listening.

Stephen Harding with Sean O’Regan, Patrick O’Regan and Peter Boyd who joined the 
Hip2Hear tour and provided great advice for the future direction of the hospital.



Kicking Off the Blue Nose in Stride!
On March 27th, the Foundation was excited to kick off this year’s 
Scotiabank Blue Nose Marathon by announcing our partnership with 
BOYNECLARKE LLP for this year’s Scotiabank Charity Challenge!

Each year, BOYNECLARKE LLP chooses to focus on a different charity 
for the Scotiabank Charity Challenge. Our Foundation was the 
perfect fit, with both of our organizations being rooted in Dartmouth 
and having a distinct focus on the community and giving back. We 
are delighted and so thankful that they have chosen to support the 
Foundation by directing all their fundraising efforts to the Dartmouth 
General and our $13M Above and Beyond Capital Campaign. 

Their gift will help us transform the way the Dartmouth General 
can deliver healthcare to all of Halifax. Their support of our 
Redevelopment Project, through the Scotiabank Charity Challenge, 
will purchase new equipment and technology to help with surgical 
and outpatient procedures, and improve overall patient flow and 
comfort.

We encourage all community members to get involved in the 
Scotiabank Charity Challenge and support the Dartmouth General 
Hospital Foundation. You can register to participate in any race 
and sign up for the Scotiabank Charity Challenge, or donate to a 
fundraiser or a team by visiting the Blue Nose Marathon website.

Good luck to everyone participating in the Scotiabank Blue Nose 
Marathon! See you at the finish line!
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Robert Miedema, Partner at BOYNECLARKE LLP and Vice Chair of DGH Foundation Board, Stephen Harding, 
President & CEO of DGH Foundation, joined Darren Brackley, Scotiabank Charity Challenge Coordinator, to 
kick off the Scotiabank Blue Nose Marathon with a special announcement. 

Members of the Chezzetcook and 
District Lions Club presented a 
cheque of $500 to the Foundation 
in late November. Their gift will 
go towards the Above and Beyond 
Campaign to help fund the latest 
tools and technology that are part 
of the Redevelopment Project. 
Thank you Lions Club for making 
a difference in the lives of our 
patients.

Community Coming Together

Thank you to Pembridge and All 
State Insurance for your generous 

$15,000 gift to our Above and 
Beyond Campaign. Their gift will 

help fund new state-of-the-art 
equipment that is a part of the 

Redevelopment Project.



Kicking Off the Blue Nose in Stride! Building Dartmouth General’s New
Fred Smithers Centre for Orthopedic Care
To address some of the greatest wait times in the country, Dartmouth 
General Hospital is expanding its role in orthopedics by creating the 
Fred Smithers Centre for Orthopedic Care. This was made possible by an 

amazing $2 million gift from Fred Smithers O.C., the Above and Beyond 
Campaign Honourary Chair and longtime supporter of the Dartmouth 
General Hospital.

Creating a Centre for Orthopedic Care will help reduce wait times for hip 
and knee surgeries by increasing surgical capacity through the dedication 
of two operating rooms, specifically for orthopedic surgery, and having the 
vast majority of scheduled primary joint surgeries for patients in the HRM 
to take place at the Dartmouth General.

When the DGH redevelopment is complete in 2021, patients from 
across Halifax will begin to be referred to our facility’s specialists. It is 
estimated that as early as 2022, the increased number of orthopedic 
surgeries will begin to seriously impact the wait times for primary 
joint replacement surgeries.

The two new orthopedic operating rooms will be 
optimized for orthopedic surgeries. They will 
be more spacious, bright and modern and will 
provide better comfort and privacy for patients. 

The size of the new operating rooms also contributes to increased patient 
safety – the closer distance between equipment and service means the 
more sterile the care is. They will also have state-of-the-art equipment 

and technology such as, ceiling booms, flat panel monitors 
and new specialty lighting. Ceiling booms will create a 
multimedia hub in the heart of the procedure room and 
hold all equipment, utilities and medical gases off the 
floor which otherwise might be cluttered with carts and 
cables. This will mean all equipment connections are in 
one central location allowing easy access for surgeons 
performing procedures, as well increased workplace safety 
and infection control.

New flat panel monitors will also be attached to the 
booms, and will allow surgeons to position equipment 
at the distance and angle for the most comfortable and 
advantageous position to perform surgeries. The specialty 
lighting, which will be green filtered light and dimmable, 
will improve the ability of physicians to view vascular 
structures and tissues. The addition of this lighting will 
also create better contrast with the monitors, instead of the 
traditional bright light that may reflect poorly.

In Dartmouth General’s current state with only 4 serviceable operating 
rooms, surgeons have to share spaces for different types of procedures. 
Additionally, some of our surgeons have to practice off site at other 
hospitals or private clinics. The new Fred Smithers Centre for Orthopedic 
Care will increase the flow of healthcare professionals between sites and 
overall a better integration of surgical services being offered. Additionally, 
having a dedicated orthopedic area makes our services as a whole more 

viable and offers a better standard of care. 

The addition of these new technologies will mean a more 
productive process, from admittance to treatment. The 
equipment will allow our health-care team to improve 
the way our patients receive care, more quickly and 

efficiently, to provide a better patient experience.

Thank you Fred Smithers for your commitment to the 
Dartmouth General and the community, and for 

being part of a solution to change the way 
orthopedic care is delivered in our province.
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Robbie Frame, PCL Project Manager, gives a tour of one of the new orthopedic operating rooms when the 
lead lined walls were visible, which will help reduce patient radiation. 



Redevelopment Update
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Our new front entrance opened in December, and is located 
directly off the parking lot, making it easily accessible to patients 
and visitors. 

Members of the Public Advisory Committee with NSHA President, Janet Knox, at the grand opening of the new 
front entrance and lobby. The Public Advisory Committee has been instrumental in voicing their feedback from 
a patient perspective on decisions surrounding the DGH Redevelopment project.



It’s been more than four months since the hospital’s new front 
entrance and lobby opened in December 2018 where hospital 
physicians and staff joined members of the community and 
patients for the grand opening - an event that also celebrated 
the completion of the first phase of the Redevelopment Project. 
This was a great event that shared a new generation of care 
for residents of Dartmouth and surrounding communities and 
gave a look at what is to come. It’s wonderful to have a better 
located and welcoming space for our patients and their families. 
The new entrance has an abundance of natural light, a covered 
patient drop-off area, and self-registration kiosks making it more 
comfortable and accessible.

With the official opening of the new main entrance, we are now 
entering the second phase of construction in our public spaces 
and as spring arrives, it will bring increased construction activity 
on site as we work toward opening the Neville J. Gilfoy Wing in 
the late fall. The three-story addition has undergone a massive 
transformation since the last In Touch edition, as the construction 
team continues work on the interior. Mechanical, electrical, 
and drywall installation is underway and the work to build the 
elevators is ongoing. The fifth floor also continues to be renovated 
with drywall and mechanical rough-in nearing completion. 

In February, the Minister of Health and Wellness, Randy Delorey, 
and QEII New Generation’s Senior Medical Director, Dr. Alex 
Mitchell, announced an $11.47 million in additional funding 
for ongoing construction at Dartmouth General. $2.89 million 
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New self-registration kiosks are now located in the lobby making a patient’s visit 
more efficient. 

will fund the demolition of the existing warehouse structure at 
10 Acadia St. to increase hospital parking, while the other $8.58 
million will go towards equipment, furniture and information 
technology. Parking construction began in May and will continue 
in phases in the fall. This construction and reconfiguration is part 
of a long term strategy to have a parking plan that will increase 
spaces and better serve our community.

The DGH Redevelopment Project means so much for patients and 
Dr. Alex Mitchell describes it best, “This project is creating new 
care spaces that are future-focused and are ushering in a new 
generation of health care.”

In late March, we had our biggest tour to date to show off our new three-story 
expansion with city councillors, our Lobster Dinner committee and donors.



Above and Beyond
Campaign Update

The Foundation’s Above and Beyond Campaign is well underway since 
its launch in October last year. We are 84% of the way there thanks 
to our amazing community donors who have raised more than $11M 
towards our $13M goal! Generosity of spirit and dedication to our 
cause are making the difference for the Above and Beyond campaign 
and local families, individuals, businesses, and organizations, and 
community members have made contributions — small and large 
— to bring us to this point. Our campaign cabinet volunteers have 
been tremendous supporters and continue to connect with business 
leaders and community members in going Above and Beyond for the 
Dartmouth General.
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Mural Project
The Dartmouth General Hospital Foundation invites all members 
of the community to participate in our mural photo contest! With 
Dartmouth General’s $150M Redevelopment Project well underway, 
new spaces will soon be opened. Your work could be chosen to be 
represented in our hospital! As part of the hospital’s interior design 
for this project, murals will be installed in these new areas. 

There are 11 larger landscape murals in multiple waiting areas and 
hallways throughout the hospital. There are also 36 smaller portrait 
murals in patient rooms on our new 5th floor inpatient unit. We 
ask you to submit a piece that reflects the theme, “City of Lakes”, 
a theme that embodies Dartmouth and showcases different local 
bodies of water (Sullivan’s Pond, Banook Lake, Fisherman’s Cove, 
Halifax Harbour, Shubie Canal etc.). 

The Foundation, with help of a selection committee, will evaluate and 
determine which photography is chosen for each of the murals. If 
your work is chosen, your name will be recognized. We will also be 
awarding prizes, stay tuned for more details on this. We encourage 
everyone to submit a photo and help brighten the lives of our patients 
and visitors! 

The contest deadline is June 21, 2019 and you can find further details 
on our website (dghfoundation.ca) and social media accounts. 

Above and Beyond
Co-Chairs Announced 
At the beginning of February, the Foundation was proud to announce 
the appointment of Dr. Carla Pittman and John Fitzpatrick, Q.C. as co-
chairs of the Above and Beyond Campaign. Both of these committed 
volunteers and longtime supporters of the Dartmouth General 
Hospital have dedicated much of their time to help with the success 
of our campaign to date. 

Dr. Pittman, who has been a physician at the Dartmouth General for 17 
years, has successfully led our internal physician’s campaign over the 
last year. She has been a member of the Above and Beyond Campaign 
Cabinet since its inception and has assisted the Foundation in 
acquiring several transformational gifts. John Fitzpatrick has been 
involved from the early planning stages of the Capital Campaign and 
has also held a seat on our Campaign Cabinet, working closely with 
volunteer leaders and transformational gift donors. 

John and Carla are just two examples of dedicated volunteers 
who show that by working together with the community, we can 
accomplish great things. We are honoured to have them both as our 
champions! Thank you!

John Fitzpatrick, Q.C. and Dr. Carla Pittman have been named as co-chairs of the 
Above and Beyond Campaign.
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The MacPhee’s are 
helping Dartmouth 
step up to change the 
way the Dartmouth 
General Hospital can 
deliver care by helping 
fund the latest tools 
and technology that 
are a part of the 
Redevelopment Project. Their gift will help reduce wait times for hip and 
knee replacement surgeries in Nova Scotia. It will also increase the number 
of endoscopic screening procedures and increase capacity in inpatient, 
outpatient and diagnostic care.

The Foundation is pleased to recognize their gift with the naming of the 
Endoscopy and Ambulatory Care Centre Reception and Waiting Area in 
the hospital’s new three-story addition. Al and Mary are longtime and 
dedicated supporters of the Dartmouth General Hospital and chose to 
support the Foundation because of their close ties to the community of 
Dartmouth and their strong belief in the institution.

 “We have a great hospital here and all of us citizens will use 
it one day - whether it is ourselves, our families, or someone 

connected to us.”   - Al MacPhee

Thank you Al and Mary and the MacPhee Family!

Scotiabank Donates $150,000 
Towards Leading Edge Technology 

The Foundation would like to thank Scotiabank for their outstanding 
$150,000 gift to our campaign and for their support of the Dartmouth 
General for more than 40 years. Their gift will help fund the most state-of-
the-art technology to improve healthcare services delivery to all of Halifax, 
and will help improve patient safety and enhance quality of care when it 
comes to diagnosis and treatment.

Scotiabank’s generous gift will be recognized by dedicating one of the new 
Multi-Purpose Operating Theatres in support of advanced operating room 
technology. The eight new operating theatres in the hospital’s new Surgical 
Centre and Endoscopy Clinic will be designed with advanced technologies 
for better clinical outcomes. The addition of these new technologies will 
mean an overall more productive process, from admittance to treatment. 
The advanced equipment will allow our healthcare team to improve the 
way our patients receive care, more quickly and efficiently, which will help 
with patient throughput. This in turn will help with major concerns, such 
as wait time for orthopedic and endoscopic procedures. It will help with 
inpatient capacity as well, with leading edge technology reducing risks 
and complication rates meaning shorter stays.

Al and Mary MacPhee Donate 
$300,000 Towards the

Above and Beyond
Capital Campaign

CIBC Donates $75,000 Towards New Endoscopy Clinic
The Foundation would like to thank CIBC for their generous $75,000 gift to our 
campaign. Their gift will help fund the latest technology for our new Endoscopy 
Clinic in the new three-story expansion and allow us to expand and enhance 
endoscopic services. 

The new Endoscopy Clinic will have two dedicated 
exam and procedure rooms, something the hospital 
has never had before. The new clinic will allow our 
healthcare team to reduce wait times for endoscopic 
procedures. 

Currently, eighty percent of all scoping and screening, like colonoscopies, done 
at the Dartmouth General are related to cancer investigation. Each year, more 
than 12,000 Nova Scotians are found to have pre-cancerous growths. Removing 

polyps during colonoscopies can prevent colorectal cancer and reduce the 
number of deaths from the disease. Dartmouth General’s new Endoscopy Clinic 
will be equipped with better technologies to more accurately identify these 

precancerous growths and help with cancer screening.

“We are excited to be investing in positive change in our 
communities, especially when it comes to diseases like 
cancer that have affected many of us and those around 
us,” says David Garnier, First Vice-President, Portfolio 
Management and Investment Advisor of CIBC Wood 
Gundy. “We are thrilled to be a part of the project that is 

able to provide Dartmouth General with the technology necessary to excel these 
types of services even further. “ Thank you CIBC!



Volunteers from the DGH Auxiliary
Continue Their Support
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Volunteers from the DGH Auxiliary continue to support all Foundation 
initiatives from events to financial contributions, and our work helps us 
do exceptional things for patients and their families.

We were proud to be honored by the Foundation at their annual In 
Gratitude Reception in December. It is great to see the impact we have 
on the hospital and know that our hard work is recognized. A tribute 
to Art Bennett, who has now retired as a volunteer, was recognized for 
his volunteer work with the Auxiliary since its inception – more than 40 
years. Thank you Art and thank you to all Auxiliary members.  

In January, the Auxiliary made their second installment of $40,000 on 
our amazing $200,000 pledge to the Above and Beyond Campaign. The 
Auxiliary is helping Dartmouth step up to change the way the Dartmouth 
General can deliver care - by reducing wait times for orthopedic surgeries, 
increasing capacity in inpatient, diagnostic imaging and outpatient care 
and incorporating more private waiting areas for patient privacy.

In the past few months, we have held our annual Holly Tree Bazaar and 
St. Patrick’s Day Bake Sale which were both well supported by staff and 
community members. Thank you to everyone who bought our items and 
baked goods. In the next few months we’re looking forward to volunteering 
once again at the Foundation’s Annual Lobster Dinner & Auction in June, 
and at the Annual Golf Classic in September. 

My term as president of the Auxiliary will finish in May and a new executive 

will be installed. Susan Thorpe will be the new president 
and Debbie Smith will become the new vice president. I 
know they will both do an amazing job. I have enjoyed my 

term as president and wish to thank everyone for their support and for 
making it so wonderful. Another upcoming change to look forward to is 
the relocation of our Gift Shop to its new location on the Main Floor later 
this fall. Stay tuned for more information on this move. 

The Auxiliary wishes to thank all of the people who have helped make 
our raffles, bake sale, and Holly Tree Bazaar so successful. Without your 
continued support, we could not assist the hospital as we do.

-Betty Ann Brennan 

Stephen Harding, DGH Foundation President, Barbara McCunn, Auxiliary Treasurer, and Betty Ann Brennan, 
Auxiliary President, present the second installment of their $200,000 pledge. 

Marilyn Ferguson, Joan Brannon and Maggie Anderson sell hand-made mittens at the Hollly 
Tree Bazaar - they’re always a hit!



34th Annual Lobster Dinner and Auction

The silent and live auctions are a great way to support our hospital all while finding 
the best items – from art work, one-of-a-kind experiences, gift baskets to other 
memorabilia. Don’t forget to bid! 

This down-east feast takes place on the first Saturday in June at the 
Zatzman Sportsplex. It is always a great time to meet up with old 
friends, meet new friends, and enjoy the best Maritime lobsters! It 
is also a great opportunity to support the Dartmouth General during 
the silent and live auctions, and our 50/50. Funds raised will help 
purchase priority medical equipment for the Dartmouth General. 
Join us for a great evening of lobster, drinks and good conversation!

Volunteers from the DGH Auxiliary
Continue Their Support
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Saturday, June 1, 2019
Zatzman Sportsplex

Doors open at 5:00pm
Tickets $125

Kim and Heather Conrad, of Conrad Bros., enjoy their lobster dinner! We thank 
Conrad Bros. for their generosity!

PRESENTED BY

To purchase tickets
or for more information visit

www.dghfoundation.ca
or call 902-465-8531



Agreement No.40028771

Join our donors.
Go Above and Beyond.
Help finish the new
Dartmouth
General.

Donate today.

Above and Beyond.
A Campaign for Dartmouth General Hospital
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