InTouch
Innovation & Exceptional Care Through Inspired Giving

Dartmouth General Medical Device Reprocessing Staff share the important message of staying home to help slow the spread of COVID-19.
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TD supports innovative new Heart Health
Outreach Program for African Nova Scotians.
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Community In Action
Thank You Benjamin Bridge
Thank you Benjamin Bridge
for supporting our frontline
healthcare workers in the
fight against COVID-19. Your
generous donation of 10% of
every bottle or can of Nova 7
sold through the NSLC until
June 7 to three Nova Scotia
health foundations - including
the Dartmouth General
Hospital Foundation - is truly
wonderful.
Thank you for keeping the
spirit of “togetherness” alive
in these unprecedented times of physical distancing and self-isolation! Enjoy
a glass and support our healthcare workers.

Thank You
Kinsmen Club of Dartmouth

Thank you to the Kinsmen Club of Dartmouth for generously paying for
parking for patients and visitors on your National Day of KINdness!
Dartmouth General appreciates your incredible gesture.
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We Are In This Together
It’s been a difficult time
for all of us. In the midst of
the COVID-19 pandemic
and the horrific situation
in northern Nova Scotia
last month, we take great
comfort in the strength
and resilience of our
people and our province.

Inc., Spring Loaded Technology, Enginuity Inc. and NSHA
Research & Innovation on Page 5.

Our main goal, of course,
continues to be to ensure
the health and safety of the
community we serve. The
Foundation has evolved
to a virtual office, and we
continue to work hard at
home to support staff and
patients at the Dartmouth
General Hospital.

This type of partnership is a historical first for the province
and it will help fund urgent COVID-19 health research
through a $1.5 million collective investment. The Dartmouth
General will fund research connected to our Dartmouth
community, focusing on priority areas like North and East
Preston.

Your support has always been essential to the caliber of care
we deliver to our patients, and that is more evident now than
ever.
As the Dartmouth General faces this global pandemic, we
have set up a COVID-19 Response Fund to support the
ongoing priority needs of patients and staff. It has already
garnered so much support. We are humbled by our donors’
generosity. Our COVID-19 Update on Page 4 illustrates the
incredible initiatives our donors have already helped make
possible.
We encourage you to stand beside our healthcare heroes by
donating during their greatest time of need.
Thanks to your generosity to our COVID-19 Response
Fund, you have helped fund essential new equipment and
technology. Your contributions have allowed us to partner
with local industry innovators to face challenges caused
by COVID-19, like the demand for personal protective
equipment.

We are also driving innovation by joining Dalhousie
University and its Medical Research Foundation, the QEII
Foundation, the IWK Foundation, IWK Health Centre,
Research Nova Scotia, and NSHA Research & Innovation
in a collaborative effort called the Nova Scotia COVID-19
Health Research Coalition.

Our cover photo says it best, ‘We stay here for you, please
stay home for us.’
I’d like to recognize the hard work and dedication of our
hospital staff, from physicians and nurses, to housekeepers
and porters, who have stepped up to meet this pandemic
head on. As they come together in this effort, we must also
come together to protect their safety by staying home and
practicing physical distancing. Please join me in thanking
our DGH frontline staff for helping our families in this time
of need.
And thank you again for your continued support. You are
making a difference in our community. In this edition,
we look back at some of our successes and high moments
over the last few months, as we look forward to the future
and coming out on the other side of this together, as a
community, as a province, and as a country.
Until we are able to meet again in person, take good care
and stay safe.

- Stephen Harding
Hospital staff are building on the Dartmouth General’s
culture of innovation, creating out-of-the-box ideas that will
help in the fight against the Coronavirus. You can learn more
about our latest innovation incubator with Ring Rescue
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COVID-19 UPDATE
As we deal with our new reality of self-isolation and physical
distancing, the Dartmouth General Hospital is doing
everything in its power to ensure health and wellbeing for
staff, patients and families during the COVID-19 pandemic.
The Nova Scotia Health Authority has cancelled all nonessential procedures, has put visitor restrictions in place
and strict infection-prevention measures have been
instituted in our facility. We are excited to announce that
the long-dormant 5th floor (added in the 1980s but never
finished) has just opened as a new inpatient floor. The new
5 East wing has become a designated COVID-19 unit for
patients requiring hospitalization. This wouldn’t have been
possible without the generosity of our Above and Beyond
campaign donors.
As Mr. Rogers famously said: When I was a boy and I would
see scary things in the news, my mother would say to me,
‘Look for the helpers. You will always find people who are
helping.’
We have already received amazing help from those in our
community. Our Foundation has implemented a COVID-19
Response Fund to support the ever evolving needs of our
staff and patients. Funds raised are supporting three key
areas: support of medical teams and patients through
the purchase of care equipment and personal protective
equipment, technology and tools for communication, and
innovative solutions.
By supporting this fund, you are helping our staff face this
pandemic head on. Your generosity has allowed us to fund
projects and items such as:
• A ‘drive-through’ COVID-19 assessment centre to

We received so much support from the Dartmouth community during our
Hour of Thanks celebration for Dartmouth General staff on April 9th and
April 30. Pictured here are the wonderful residents of King's Wharf who
gave a loud cheer for our healthcare workers.

enhance access as well as physical distance – thanks to
Bell Mobility for the Wi-Fi hubs that will go in this unit
• Free Wi-Fi in patient areas, thanks to generous gifts
from Ultramar and Assante Hydrostone, that will
improve communication between patients and families
at this time and into the future
• 12 new tablets, generously donated by Bell Mobility, so
patients can connect with their loved ones now that
visitor restrictions are in place
• Healthy snacks, coffee and tea for our staff who are
working long hours – thanks to Tim Hortons franchise
owner Adam Colburn for the coffee and tea, and the
Brien Family Foundation for supplying Made With Local
Real Food Bars
We thank you for helping
our front-line staff continue
to deliver exceptional care
as we make our way through
this difficult time. And thank
you to our amazing staff who
continue to protect, heal and
fight for the health and wellbeing of our communities.

DGH Rehabilitation & Supportive Care Services team enjoy their Made With Local Food Bars and Coffee
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Local Medical Innovators Partner with Dartmouth General
Hospital Foundation and NSHA Research & Innovation Incubator to Step-up to COVID-19 Challenge
production of 1000 face shields for the Dartmouth
General Hospital.
• Cleanable P100 Respirator Filter Cover - Elastomeric
respirators with cartridge-style filters that are a viable
form of protection, particularly in response to potential
global N95 shortages.
• Halifax Gown - An improved, locally-designed protective
gown with integrated hood and face shield.

Scotia Face Shield

Our hospital’s response to COVID-19 will be a defining
moment for our generation and will require out-of-the-box
thinking to support our healthcare workers.

The Dartmouth General Hospital is known for its innovative
culture. As Dr. Kevin Spencer, DGH Emergency Department
Physician and President of Ring Rescue Inc. says, “We are
determined to be a part of the solution. Staying true to our
mantra of “getting things done,” we are ready to begin
introducing several locally-produced healthcare solutions
for the COVID-19 fight.” Staff like Dr. Spencer continue
to hold a high accountability in delivering the highest
standards of care, and this collaboration is making that
possible.

This is why the Foundation has partnered with local life
science industry innovators, Spring Loaded Technology,
Ring Rescue Inc., and Enginuity Inc., as well as the Nova
Scotia Health Authority Health Innovation & Discovery Hub,
to come up with innovative solutions to assist with barriers
related to COVID-19.
The COVID-19 pandemic has disrupted traditional
supply chains and created a need for local production of
traditional personal protective equipment, as well as the
rapid development of new devices to expand capacity of
our health care system. Our partners have refocused their
efforts, design, engineering and manufacturing capabilities,
to help meet these urgent needs by coming up with a range
of solutions. These innovations will help ensure the health
and well-being of our staff, patients and families:
• Intubation and Patient Transport Hood - This will provide
a barrier with negative pressure, for infection control,
which may be useful for procedures, transport of
patients, and to assist palliative care management.
• Scotia Face Shields - Based on the Bauer face shield
design, the Spring Loaded facility has begun the

Intubation and Patient Transfer Hood
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Moving (And Climbing) Mountains for
Colorectal Cancer
Every day one Nova Scotian dies from
a disease that is 90% preventable. That
disease is colorectal cancer.
In early March, our Foundation
partnered with Get Up There (GUT),
a public awareness movement,
fundraiser and event, to support the
fight against colorectal cancer. There
was no better time to launch this
partnership than during colorectal
cancer awareness month.
In its 12th year, the event was a huge
success with 26 teams, and breaking
records with 148 participants who
travelled to Ski Wentworth and made
the climb up the mountain. Because of
you and your fundraising efforts, we
are happy to say we raised a net total
of $65,000!

Team Dartmouth General Above and Beyond Climbers made it to the top and rang the bell! L-R: Heather
Francis, Stephen Harding, Joanna Shackleton and Dr. Don MacQuarrie

These proceeds will help fund
specialized
equipment
and
technology needed to outfit
the Dartmouth General’s third
endoscopy suite. We are so excited
to share that we have already
started
ordering
equipment.
The addition of a third suite will
mean a significant reduction
in colonoscopy wait times and
increased capacity for cancer
screening, which is critical in
the fight for early diagnosis and
treatment of colorectal cancer.

The ‘Tight Turns Only’ Team was the number one fundraiser for Get Up There! Thank you and
congratulations for your hard work raising more than $8800!
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Thank you to all participants,
donors,
and
sponsors
for
supporting Get Up There and for
making such an impact in the lives
of our patients!

Community Collaboration Addresses Cardiac
Health for African Nova Scotians
The Dartmouth General Hospital is putting
the heart health of our African Nova
Scotian communities first. On February
14th at the Black Cultural Centre, the
Dartmouth General Hospital Foundation
announced the new Dartmouth General
Hospital Heart Health Outreach Program,
aimed at enhancing cardiac care for
members of marginalized communities
in North Preston, East Preston, Lake Loon
and Cherry Brook.
Health professionals at the Dartmouth
General are concerned that African
Nova Scotians are not presenting in the
same volumes as other communities
for diagnosis and treatment of cardiac
conditions. Our staff see an alarmingly
high proportion of cardio-vascular
patients from African Nova Scotian
communities who are far advanced in
their condition by the time they present
for treatment at the Dartmouth General.
For this reason, we have gathered a team
of leaders with expertise in medicine,
African Nova Scotian history, culture,
faith, community and health policy to
design this new program.

Sharon Davis- Murdoch, Dartmouth General
Hospital Foundation Board Member and CoPresident of the Health Association of African
Canadians (HAAC) presents at the program
launch announcement.

Thanks to TD’s generous $125,000 gift
through their global corporate citizenship
platform, the Ready Commitment, the
program will draw on the wisdom and
experience of community representatives
to help to ensure its success.
Dartmouth General Foundation Board
Members including Sharon DavisMurdoch, Co-President of the Health
Association of African Canadians
(HAAC), HAAC Membership, the Nova
Scotia Health Authority, lead clinical

Many members of the community and supporters of the program attended its
launch on Valentine's Day.

health research scholars from Dalhousie
University, leadership from the Black
Cultural Centre and the East Preston
Day Care and Family Resource Centre
including the Dartmouth General
Hospital Foundation Celebrity Chair,
Justine Colley-Leger, as well as faith
leaders from these communities, are
working closely with us to establish a
critical baseline understanding of cardiac
health issues experienced by African
Nova Scotian communities.
This program represents a historic ‘first’
– for the first time, we are building a
geographically and culturally specific
intervention designed with community
consultations. The heart of this program
will be informed by the voices of our
African Nova Scotian community
members.
In the next year, the hospital will work
with our community partners to increase
awareness around cardiovascular health,
and develop programming that will help to
ensure cardiac patients have greater trust
and confidence in their care experience.
We are eager to see this program put into
action and hope that others will take the
time to participate – we believe it’s at
the heart of what makes our community
healthy.

DGH physicians Dr. Chad Williams,
gastroenterologist, and Dr. Jason Yung, cardiologist,
are part of a committee of community champions
who are working to improve access to cardiac care
for African Nova Scotians.
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Neville J. Gilfoy Remembered with Opening
of New Wing and Portrait Unveiling
In early December, Premier Stephen McNeil; Randy
Delorey, Health and Wellness Minister; Dr. Alex Mitchell,
acting Vice President of Clinical Infrastructure; Ann
Janega, wife of the late Neville J. Gilfoy; and generous
donors from the O’Regan family officially opened and shared
in a private tour of the new Neville J. Gilfoy Wing before the
doors opened to the community later that evening.

Premier Stephen McNeil and the Health and Wellness Minister, the
Honourable Randy Delorey officially open the Neville J. Gilfoy Wing to the
public. They are pictured here with Foundation President, Stephen Harding,
and Site Chief, Dr. Todd Howlett on a tour of a new operating suite.

Foundation staff member, Jenna Joyce, leads a tour group through the new
Outpatient Centre and explains some of the key benefits of the centre: a
modern and spacious waiting area and 18 new clinic rooms.

Community members stand in line during the open house of the Neville J.
Gilfoy Wing to see the new care spaces on a tour.

The O’Regan Family, alongside Ann Janega and the Gilfoy Family, unveil the
portrait of Neville.
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The community open house welcomed more than 100
community members who visited the hospital for a sneak
peek of the new facilities in the Neville J. Gilfoy Wing. The
public enjoyed tours and a behind-the-scenes look at our new
Surgical Centre, Medical Device Reprocessing Department,
and our new Outpatient Centre and Endoscopy Clinic.
In January, the Foundation hosted another event to mark the
unveiling of a portrait of Neville Gilfoy by acclaimed artist
Tom Forrestall. More than 170 of Neville’s closet friends,
family, and colleagues joined us for the special moment.
They remembered Neville as a dynamic business leader
who went above and beyond for his community and for his
lifetime commitment to serving others in Dartmouth, the
province and beyond. Special thanks to the O’Regan family
for their transformational $2M gift which made the Neville
J. Gilfoy Wing a reality and has helped leave a lasting legacy.

Redevelopment Update: Building the Future of Care
We have seen tremendous progress on the Dartmouth
General Hospital’s redevelopment and expansion, which
we often refer to as the Building the Future of Care Project.

Renovations to the diagnostic imaging department are
also underway, however like other areas are on hiatus.
Progress in other departments such as Pharmacy, ICU,
Dialysis will continue throughout 2020-21.

In December 2019, the 57,000-square-foot, threestorey facility, the Neville J. Gilfoy Wing, opened to the
community. The new Surgical Centre, Outpatient Clinic
and Endoscopy Unit have been overwhelmingly embraced
by patients, families and staff alike. This beautiful
hospital space is filled with natural light, modern and
accessible furniture. This marked a major milestone for
the redevelopment and expansion.
Going forward, construction will continue inside the
hospital. However, due to the COVID-19 pandemic, it has
been temporarily placed on hold to protect the health and
safety of hospital staff and construction workers. The 5th
Floor Inpatient Unit has been making progress with the
5East Wing being completed. This unit has been turned
in to a COVID-19 unit to care for these patients during
this time. The new unit is home to 24 inpatient beds,
both private and shared rooms.
The now vacant old operating space will continue to be
transformed into the new Post Anesthesia Care Unit
(PACU), where patients go to recover post-surgery, once
construction begins again. This construction is expected
to take a year. In the meantime, patients will go to a
temporary PACU located in the new expansion. Three
of the new operating suites were transformed into this
area and will be reverted back to operating suites once
construction is complete.

The new orthopedic operating suite wil help impact wait times for primary joint
replacement (hip and knee) surgeries

The New Al & Mary MacPhee Outpatient Waiting Area
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Above and Beyond
Campaign Update

The Above and Beyond
Campaign Donor wall
is unveiled by Dr. Todd
Howlett, and the O’Regan
family.

Our Above and Beyond fundraising campaign has been
met with much enthusiasm from community members and
businesses alike. We’re thrilled to share that of our $13 million
goal, $12.75 million has been raised to date.
A matching gift from Rick and Nancy Flynn generated an
outpouring of generosity from our loyal donors, and many
donors new to the Foundation. At the Jan. 31 match deadline,
we had a flurry of activity that helped us surpass our goal,
bringing in $158,507 in donations, on top of the Flynns’
amazing $100,000 match contribution. Absolutely incredible.
In March, the Foundation received wonderful news that the
John and Judy Bragg Family Foundation made a remarkable
gift of $1.25 million! The Bragg family has been very
impressed by Dartmouth General’s culture of innovation and
they have decided to help us build on that unique attribute
through a $1-million donation that will create the new John
and Judy Bragg Innovation Fund. They are donating the
additional $250,000 to the campaign to support priority
medical equipment and technology.

David Giberson’s business, Dartmouth Metals Ltd., donated
$100,000 towards the campaign. He is seen here touring a patient
room on the new 5th Floor which many of our donors have helped
make possible.

Rick and Nancy Flynn, alongside Dr. Carla Pittman and Stephen
Harding, made a matching gift of $100,000, generating a huge
response from our community donors.

We were honoured to celebrate our donors with the unveiling
of our Above and Beyond campaign donor wall in January.
For those of you who weren’t able to join us, and those who
have donated more recently, we look forward to celebrating
your inclusion on our campaign donor wall at a later date this
summer.
Thank you to our campaign donors whose donations continue
to inspire others and will impact healthcare for generations
to come.
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Foundation President, Stephen Harding, alongside members of the
Scotiabank team, were pleased to be recognized on the donor wall
– here they are pointing to their company name.

Auxiliary Update
Volunteers from the DGH Auxiliary
continue to support all Foundation
initiatives from events to financial
contributions,
and
our
work
continues to enhance patient care at
the Dartmouth General.

Joyce, Pat, Judi, Olga & Bernice at the DGH Auxiliary St. Patrick's Day bake sale

In early January, we were proud to
support the Foundation with our
latest $40,000 installment of our
$200,000 pledge to the Above and
Beyond Campaign. We are helping
build the future of care by funding
new equipment and technology for
the renovated and new care spaces.
We are also very excited that our
new Corner Shoppe opened in early
March in the hospital’s Main Lobby.
Our hours of operation are Monday to
Friday 9:30 am - 7:30 pm, Saturday
11:30am - 1:30pm and Sunday
1:15pm - 3:15pm. The shop sells a
variety of food, gift-ware, clothing
and accessories, and proceeds help
support patient care at the hospital.

Auxiliary volunteers, alongside Foundation President, Stephen Harding, at the grand opening celebration
of their new Corner Shoppe, now located in the Main Lobby

In the past few months, we have held
our annual Holly Tree Bazaar and
St. Patrick’s Day Bake Sale which
was well supported by staff and
community members. Thank you to
everyone who bought our items and
baked goods.
The Auxiliary wishes to thank all of
the people who have helped make our
raffles and bake sales so successful.
Without your continued support, we
could not assist the hospital as we do.
- Susan Thorpe
President, DGH Auxiliary

The Auxiliary give their latest $40,000 installment of their amazing $200,000 gift towards the
Foundation’s Above and Beyond Campaign
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Your
Story

Share

For regular news and updates,
follow us on Facebook, Instagram
and Twitter @DGHfoundation.

Our donors make Dartmouth General Hospital a better place.
Hearing about your positive experience – as a patient, family
member or employee – helps them understand the impact of their
generosity, and how they can continue to build the future of care in
our communities.
Let us know how Dartmouth General has benefitted you,
and we’ll pass along the good news.
Share your story by contacting:

Hanna Miller,
Communications and Marketing Officer

Office: 902-460-6777
Hanna.Miller@dghfoundation.ca
We look forward to hearing from you!
RIGHT: The Samant Family donated $110,000 after
receiving exceptional care at the Dartmouth General.
Their impactful gift is in honour of their parents.

Dartmouth General Hospital Foundation
325 Pleasant Street
Dartmouth NS B2Y 4G8
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