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Gordon, a trained healthcare
executive and nurse, brings over
20 years of progressive leadership
experience to his new role.
Welcome to the Dartmouth
General Hospital Gordon!

The Dartmouth General has done
incredible work throughout the year to
serve our community, and I am very
proud of the work of staff and patients
to keep everyone safe, and limit
the spread of COVID-19 whenever
possible.
Throughout all of this, DGHF has
worked hard to make sure that they
were able to continue fundraising
for the needed advancements and
upgrades to our facility.
Thank you to everyone who has given
throughout the pandemic and continues
to support the innovative strides we are
making.

Dr. Todd Howlett

DGH Chief of Staff/Interim Central Zone
Medical Director/ Medical Director of 811

This has been an unprecedented year,
but thanks to the hard work of our
community we have been able to work
together and make health and safety a
priority.
I want to extend my thanks to
everyone who continues to support
the Dartmouth General Hospital and
our mission.

Dr. Scott Mawdsley
Medical Site Lead

Thank you so much for all of your
support and patience with the many
changes we have seen so far this year.

FROM THE
PRESIDENT
The New Normal
COVID-19 has
changed the way
we all live our
lives, but I am
so proud to see
the resilience our
community has
shown, adapting
to changes and
restrictions put in
place to keep us
all safe. Thank
you so much to
everyone who
has put the safety
and needs of others first while adjusting to this new
normal.
The pandemic has increased our desire to innovate at
Dartmouth General Hospital. The drive-thru COVID-19
assessment center has been a success, creating a
more efficient and desirable way for the community
to be tested. The testing site is now in the process of
being remodeled for winter use, which will also include
a blood collection program piloted earlier this year. This
incredible innovation is a perfect example of the spirit
of innovation and excellence the Dartmouth General
Hospital is known for.
The pandemic has forced us to change the way
we approach our annual fundraisers as well. Our
31st annual DGH Golf Classic pivoted this year
to a virtual e-vent. Our online auction and 50/50
raffle broke new ground for us and showed us a
new way to unite our golf community virtually. The
auction and raffle were a success, thank you so
much to our Golf Committee who helped make this
possible.
We have also been very pleased to hold two,
socially distanced, events on the grounds of the
Dartmouth General Hospital. The Heart of the
Township event was held in early October. This
event, organized by the DGH African Nova Scotian
Heart Health Outreach program and supported by
TD Bank Group through the TD Ready Commitment,
was a chance for members of the township to learn
about healthy living from others in the community.

We were incredibly pleased to welcome RBC
Regional President Chris Ronald and staff from
RBC for the Transforming Access to Care – A
celebration of partnership event in mid-October.
This event allowed us to showcase five programs
funded through the support of the RBC Foundation’s
$100,000 gift. These programs are focused on
recognizing the diversity in our community, and
how we can work together to further research and
health initiatives for all.
A new fundraising initiative from the Foundation took
place this fall – our first ever Radiothon, which aired
on 105.9 Seaside FM on October 24, 2020. This
day of testimonials, music and more included stories
from former patients like Darlene Metzler, whose
story runs through our fall programming, performances
by musicians Reeny Smith, Adam Baldwin, and Kevin
and Scott Saccary, and interviews with local politicians,
Dartmouth General Hospital’s own Dr. Todd Howlett
and Dr. Carla Pittman, and Foundation staff. Thank you
to the staff at Seaside FM for all of their support and
assistance planning this event.
The Foundation is also very happy to welcome
Gordon Peckham as the Director and Site Lead
at the Dartmouth General Hospital. We are all so
excited to see the amazing work you will do here.
I want to thank everyone again for their continued
support of the Dartmouth General Hospital Foundation.
In this edition, we look at how we’ve been able to
shift our mindset to accommodate public health
measures, but still keep our mission the same.
We wouldn’t be able to do what we do to help the
Dartmouth General Hospital without the support of
amazing people like you – thank you!
As we continue to adjust to the new normal, stay
safe and take good care.

Stephen Harding
DGHF President and CEO
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#HaveaHeartforHealthcare ran through
our fall programming, including our point
of sale campaign at local businesses.
If you visited Domino’s on Wyse Road
(pictured on the left), any of the seven
Compass Pharmacies locations, New
Scotland Clothing Co. (pictured below), or
Kenny’s Pizza, you may have seen our
“Have a Heart for Healthcare” tokens
on display.
Customers supported the Dartmouth
General Hospital Foundation simply
by adding $2 to their purchase.

Kenny’s Pizza and New Scotland
Clothing Co. have decided to
continue their point of sale
campaigns until the
end of December!
Thank you!

Thank you
Kenny’s Pizza
and
New Scotland Clothing!
Thank you to participating
customers and businesses.
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Thank you so much everyone who joined the Dartmouth General Hospital Foundation in person and on air October
24, 2020 on Seaside FM for our first ever Radiothon. We were lucky to be joined in the studio by live guests,
including performances by Reeny Smith, Adam Baldwin, and Kevin and Scott Saccary. The generosity of our
listeners allowed us to raise over $46,000 for the Dartmouth General Hospital!
We shared patient testimonials, and interviews with Hospital staff, dedicated volunteers, and donors, like you! If you
would like to share your story with us, see the back page for more information.
Our guests stories and interviews can be heard on our website. We also shared lots of photos and videos of the day
on our Facebook, Twitter, and Instagram accounts (@DGHfoundation).

Blain Henshaw with Kevin and
Scott Saccary

Stephen Harding and Adam Baldwin

Reeny Smith and Dr. Todd Howlett

Thank you to our sponsors
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Planned Giving
Gwen Haliburton is
well known in the
community for her
lifelong passion for
healthcare; a passion
that started with her
volunteerism.

Her passion for
healthcare is one of
the reasons she and
her husband Rob
Gwen Haliburton
chose to include the
Dartmouth General Hospital Foundation in their
estate planning. It is important to them that the
money they spent their lives earning and saving will
go to the causes they believe in.
“We talked to our family and our advisors about
this, and our kids know how meaningful this
organization is to us. People should think about
their legacy with careful consideration,” said Gwen.
“People will need the Dartmouth General, and they
will be so happy it’s there to look after a family
member, or themselves. This is a way we can keep
supporting the hospital after we are gone.”

Estate planning may be a topic that people find
uncomfortable to discuss, but Gwen and Rob
see the benefits of including charitable giving
in their estate.
“We will be able to support it to a greater extent than
we could while we’re living. It’s hard to think about
things like that, but this is a chance to contribute to
an organization we care about, and feel strongly
about, so that someone else can benefit.”
Gwen has simple advice for those considering
including Dartmouth General Hospital
Foundation in their will:
“Don’t wait, do it. Have a conversation with your
financial planner, legal advisor, and your family.”

For more information about planned
giving contact:
Lisa Weatherhead
Director of Philanthropy
at 902-465-3346 or
lisa.weatherhead@dghfoundation.ca

MANY THANKS!

The Foundation would like to thank
Medavie for their generous $50,000
gift to African Nova Scotian COVID-19
Research.

As the first wave of the pandemic
passed, Nova Scotia Health leadership saw that the biggest risk for Dartmouth was the virus spreading in
tight-knit populations, like those of North and East Preston, Cherry Brook, and Lake Loon. The COVID-19
Health Coalition gathered the best and brightest local organizations to find the extraordinary
solutions needed during an unprecedented crisis like this pandemic.
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Thanks to Medavie’s $50,000 donation, research is being conducted into how we can best address the
health inequalities in our area and beyond, not only to prepare for a possible second wave of COVID-19, but
also to bring equal healthcare to everyone in our community.

The Heart of the Township
the township to come learn about healthy living
from others in the community.

“On Valentine’s Day we announced TD’s
outstanding gift supporting the DGH African Nova
Scotian Heart Health Outreach Program, and we
are so pleased to be able to gather responsibly
and provide this learning opportunity for the
community,” said Dartmouth General Hospital
Foundation President & CEO Stephen Harding.
Guest speakers included:

Dr. Jason Yung, Stephen Harding, Preston Simmons,
Holly Adams, Leslie Fraser

The Dartmouth General Hospital Foundation held
“The Heart of the Township” community event on
October 3, 2020.
This event, organized by the DGH African Nova
Scotian Heart Health Outreach program and
supported by TD Bank Group through the TD
Ready Commitment, was chance for members of

Rev. Joyce Ross, East Preston United Baptist Church
of Nova Scotia
Preston Simmons, DGH African Nova Scotian Heart
Health Outreach Program Assistant
Debbie Simmons, Retired Nutritionist
Dr. Jason Yung, DGH Cardiologist
Leslie Fraser, Home Gardening Specialist, Akoma
Holly Adams, Breastfeeding Advisor, East Preston
Family Resource Centre
The event was held on the front lawn of the
Dartmouth General Hospital, adhering to
COVID-19 guidelines and social distancing
protocols.

On October 15th, we were thankful to celebrate the Ramey Family’s
generous donation of a Yamaha N3X baby grand piano from Doctor
Piano. We were pleased to have Keith and Marilyn (Sawler) Ramey,
along with Tim and Luc Ramey, join us to dedicate this fine instrument as
a tribute to the late Gary A. Ramey’s passion for music with the opening
of the Gary A. Ramey Music Studio.
Local musician Reeny Smith performed two pieces to mark the
occasion with the Ramey family, including her single “Survive,” radio
royalties from which Reeny has donated to Nova Scotian hospitals’
frontline COVID-19 response.

Reeny Smith plays the DGH’s new piano

“It’s a pleasure to be able to be the first person to play this beautiful
instrument,” said Reeny. “I will say, it’s one of the best feeling pianos
I’ve ever played before.”
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Transforming Access
to Care
A celebration of partnership with RBC Foundation
DGHF President & CEO
Stephen Harding pulled double
duty as emcee and podium
sanitizer at the Transforming
Access to Care event,
celebrating our partnership
with the RBC Foundation. The
crowd was reminded to follow
proper distancing and masking
protocols during the event to
keep everyone safe.

RBC Regional President Chris Ronald and DGHF President & CEO Steve Harding

While the Dartmouth General
is growing, projects like the
ones presented at the event
are crucial to keeping our
community focus. The support
of the RBC Foundation has
been instrumental in funding
five programs.

The Iron Tide Singers performed several songs, and Tehya Milliea wowed the crowd with her dance
performances. Elder Eileen Brooks of Sipekne’katik provided an opening blessing and acknowledgment
that the event was being held on unceded land.
Jiklai COVID-19 program leads Trevor
Sanipass and Levi Marshall, were the first
program represented at the event. Trevor
and Levi are preparing and educating
Indigenous communities about COVID-19
ahead of a possible second wave.
Cynamon Downey, a spoken word artist
from North Preston, performed a powerful
original piece entitled “Arise”, which she
wrote to inspire a new generation of African
Nova Scotian healthcare workers.
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Sharon Davis Murdoch, DGHF Board
Secretary and the Co-President of the

The Iron Tide Singers

Health Association of African Canadians, represented the PLANS initiative at DGH. PLANS, in partnership
with DGH and Dalhousie University’s Global Health Office, will provide health career preparation and
support to youth from African Nova Scotian and Canadian communities
Dr. Nancy Ross, joined by Social Work student Divine Gbeve, is an Assistant Professor at Dalhousie
University’s School of Social Work and lead researcher for the “Culturally Responsive Healthcare to
Reduce Gender Based Violence” research initiative, under the Nova Scotia COVID-19 Health Research
Coalition. DGHF is so proud to be a member of the Nova Scotia COVID-19 Health Research Coalition –
and thanks to RBC’s support the “Culturally Responsive Healthcare to Reduce Gender Based Violence”
research initiative is one of the projects that are now underway.
Heather Peddle-Bolivar, a Clinical Nurse Educator at DGH Emergency Department, was on hand to
discuss the new ER Mental Health Initiative. The ER team, and their patients, will benefit greatly from this
new training supporting mental health and addictions
Chris Ronald, Regional President of RBC was the final speaker of the day. RBC’s support has made a
transformational impact and DGHF can’t thank them enough for their involvement in this partnership.

A full recording of the event is available on dghfoundation.ca

Trevor Sanipass and Levi Marshall from the Jiklai COVID-19 Program

Dr. Nancy Ross and Divine Gbeve, social work student.

Sharon Davis-Murdoch from the PLANS program

Steve Harding, Chris Ronald (RBC Regional President), and RBC staff
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GOLF E-VENT

Our 31st Annual DGH Golf Classic had to transition
this year to a virtual e-vent, due to the ongoing
COVID-19 pandemic. Thankfully, due to the incredible
event committee and our wonderful volunteers and
sponsors, we were able to pull off a successful 50/50
raffle and auction - entirely online!
We want to thank everyone who participated in
our raffle and online auction, as well as all of the
wonderful organizations who donated our auction
items. Thanks to your generous support, we raised
over $48,000 to support the Dartmouth General
Hospital!

THANK YOU!
The Foundation would like to thank Canada Life
for their generous $100,000 gift to the Above and
Beyond Campaign.
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Dartmouth General Hospital is undergoing its
most significant transformation in our 42 year
history. Our $13 million Above and Beyond Capital
Campaign is leveraging $137 million from the
provincial government for a total investment
of $150 million in our facility. The hospital’s
transformation includes redeveloping our existing

site and expanding our footprint to position the
Dartmouth General to play a pivotal role in the
realignment of acute care delivery to the province’s
largest population - the 450,000 residents of the
Halifax Regional Municipality.
Through Canada Life’s commitment to investing in
the latest technology and equipment, Dartmouth
General Hospital’s health care workers will be able
to provide enhanced quality of care, increased
efficiencies and improved patient outcomes. This
directly translates into saving precious resources
for our health care system, resources that can
be directed to other key priorities and serve even
more patients. By providing Dartmouth General
Hospital with the fundamentals for excellence, we
are able to innovate and reimagine the future of
care in Nova Scotia.
We are also delighted to announce one of the
Dartmouth General Hospital’s Operating Suites will
be named in honour of Canada Life.

AUXILIARY UPDATE

The DGH
Auxiliary’s
most exciting
event this year
has been the
opening of our
new Gift Shop in
early March. It is
located on the
main floor of the
hospital directly behind the Information desk. We
had a Grand Opening with cake and coffee shortly
after our opening which was enjoyed by staff and
hospital visitors. However, approximately one
week later, COVID-19 hit and we closed the shop
and have not reopened yet.
Recently Cynthia Stockman, our Director of
Health, made arrangements for plexiglass to be
installed in the shop and we are ready for business
when we get the word that we may go back. This
was needed to keep our shop volunteers and
customers safe.

On October 24, our Auxiliary members took part
in the Dartmouth General Hospital Radiothon,
answering phones and taking donations. It was a
very successful event.
Despite COVID-19, we presented our annual DGH
Auxiliary Memorial Bursary to Makayla Boucher
in June, helping her on her journey to achieving
her Bachelor of Medical Sciences at Dalhousie
University en route to a career in Medicine.
Our volunteers look forward to the future when all of
our Auxiliary activities will again occur and our Gift
Shop will reopen.
- Susan Thorpe
President, DGH Auxiliary

Our Auxiliary activities such as the St. Patrick’s
Day Bake Sale and our Holly Tree Bazaar were
cancelled this year, however, we look forward to
having these activities again next year.

DRIVE-THRU NEWS
Global News Halifax’s Alyse Hand visited the drive-thru
COVID-19 testing site at the Dartmouth General Hospital to
show their viewers how the process works. She spoke to DGHF
President & CEO Stephen Harding and DGH Chief of Staff
Dr. Todd Howlett about the process for her segment.
On October 16th, members of our local Woodside and Burnside
business communities visited Dartmouth General’s expanded DriveThru Testing Clinic, for a behind-the-scenes tour of the outdoor facility
that, in addition to COVID-19 testing, now includes a pilot drive-thru
blood collection service. Another great example of the powerful
combination of innovative thinking and community philanthropy that
is keeping our community safe and increasing our health system’s
efficiencies.
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SHARE YOUR STORY
“I was able to get the continued
colorectal screening that I
need at the Dartmouth General
Hospital - this was life-saving
for me.”
- Darlene Metzler
Our donors make Dartmouth General Hospital a better place.
Hearing about your positive experience - as a patient, family
member, or employee - helps us understand the impact of your
generosity, and how we can continue to build the future of care
in our communities.

Share your story by contacting:
Kiana Pace - Communications and Marketing Officer
kiana.pace@dghfoundation.ca | 902.460.6777
or connect with us on social media

@DGHfoundation

We look forward to hearing from you!

Dartmouth General Hospital Foundation
325 Pleasant Street
Dartmouth, NS B2Y 4G8

www.dghfoundation.ca
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